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NEA Big Read Comes To PWPL 
Marquette and Surrounding Communities to Read and Celebrate Joy Harjo’s An 
American Sunrise   September 27, 2021, to November 15, 2021 

P eter White Public Library is one of 
61 organizations nationwide 

selected to receive a 2021-2022 NEA 
Big Read grant. The $20,000 grant will 
support a community reading program 
focusing on Joy Harjo’s An American 
Sunrise in Fall 2021. An initiative of the 
National Endowment for the Arts in 
partnership with Arts Midwest, the 
NEA Big Read broadens our 
understanding of our world, our 
communities, and ourselves through 
the joy of sharing a good book.  
    “We are so excited at PWPL to bring 
the Big Read to the Upper Peninsula,” 
said Marty Achatz, PWPL Adult 
Programming Coordinator and Big 
Read organizer.  “We are especially 
proud to be able to focus on Joy Harjo’s 
beautiful collection of poems, An 
American Sunrise, which centers on the 
history, struggles, and contributions of 
indigenous peoples.” 
    “For 15 years the NEA Big Read has 
supported opportunities for 
communities to come together around a 
book, creating a shared experience that 
encourages openness and 
conversations around issues central to 
our lives,” said Ann Eilers, acting 
chairman of the NEA. “We congratulate 
Peter White Public Library for receiving 
an NEA Big Read grant and look 
forward to a wide variety of meaningful 
community events.” 
    The NEA Big Read offers a range of 
titles that reflect many different voices 
and perspectives, aiming to inspire 
conversation and discovery. The main 
feature of the initiative is a grants 
program, managed by Arts Midwest, 
which annually supports dynamic 

community reading programs, each 
designed around a single NEA Big Read 
selection. 
    “We're inspired by the creativity of 
this year’s NEA Big Read grantees, who 
are finding new ways to bring people 
together after a challenging year,” said 
Torrie Allen, President & CEO of Arts 
Midwest. “We are proud to support 
these organizations and communities as 
they explore the richness and diversity 
of American history and culture 
together through reading.”   
    The books available for the 2021-
2022 NEA Big Read explore different 
aspects of American history and 
culture. PWPL has developed 
programming that helps communities 
reflect on where we’ve been, where we 
are today, and where we’re going.  
    PWPL will be partnering with many 
organizations for Big Read 
programming, including the Center for 
Native American Studies at Northern 
Michigan University, NMU English 
Department,, Marquette Regional 
History Center, Keweenaw Storytelling 
Center, UP Children’s Museum, and 
arts organizations and libraries 
throughout the Upper Peninsula.  The 
Big Read will kick off on September 27, 
2021, at PWPL with an event featuring 
a reading by Anishinaabe poet and 
teacher Margaret Noodin.  The 
culmination of the Big Read will be a 
virtual reading and presentation by Joy 
Harjo on November 15, 2021.   
    For more information about the NEA 
Big Read, including book and author 
information, podcasts, and videos, visit 
arts.gov/neabigread. ~ 

PWPL Events Calendar 

Scan For More Events Online! 

https://www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read


A t the August 10, 2021 meeting of the Library 
Board of Trustees, the board approved two 

pandemic related Policy/Plans. These new 
documents replace the previously required re-
opening policy/plan which were adopted in May, 
2020.  
This change in policy signifies the Library’s 
attempt to operate normally, amidst continued 
pandemic concerns. The new Pandemic Policy and 
Pandemic Operating Plan outline the steps that 
the Library will use to continue to maintain a safe 
environment for both staff and patrons.  
Utilizing CDC data, the Library will monitor 
Community Transmission rates. If Marquette 
County enters a Substantial or High level of 
community transmission the Library may make 
modifications to one or more of the following 
mitigation strategies: 
• Masking requirements for patrons and staff. 
• Meeting room reservations by outside groups 

(change in room capacity limits or 
cancellation). 

• Physical distancing on public computers and 
seating areas. 

• Modifications to in-person programming 
(move to virtual, cancellation, or registration 
only attendance). 

• Changes to hours of operation due to staffing 
availability. 

     Obviously, some of the above mitigation 
strategies will make little to no impact on your 
visit to the Library, while others will make a more 
significant impact. Information about what 
restrictions are currently in place will be made 
available at the Library entrances as well as on our 
website and social media platforms. Any 
cancellations to meeting room reservations or 
programs will be announced using the same 
avenues.  
     The Library will continue to request that 
patrons NOT enter the Library if they are sick; 
observe physical distancing while onsite; and stay 
in the building only as long as needed.  
It is our hope to find balance between the need to 
operate at ‘normal’ standards while still 
maintaining a safe environment for staff and 

patrons.  
These policies and plans are available in full on our 
Library’s website: www.pwpl.info/policies/  
 

Expanded Hours 
The Library Board of Trustees also adopted a new 
set of operating hours on August 10th. This new 
schedule will begin after Labor Day on September 
7, 2021. The new schedule contains the same 
number of operating hours, but shifts the schedule 
up 30 minutes at both the start and end of day. 
This new schedule will provide a slightly earlier 
opening time while not impacting the Library’s 
ability to host evening meeting room events and 
programs.  
New hours effective September 7, 2021:  
Monday – Thursday: 9:30 am – 8:30 pm 
Friday: 9:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Saturday: 9:30 am – 4:30 pm 
 

 
New  
Fine Structure 
Over the past 
several months 
the Library 
Board has been 
reviewing and 
revising a 
number of 
Library 
Policies. One 
such policy is 
the Library’s 

Circulation Policy. Since the mandated Library 
closure in March 2020 the library has been 
operating fine free. However, as we plan to re-
open for full hours again, we wanted to take a hard 
look at the Library’s overdue fees and make any 
adjustments that we felt were necessary.  
    As of September 7, 2021 Library Overdue fines 
will be reinstated. However, we have adjusted the 
daily rates significantly from $0.25/day to $0.10/
day. Youth Services and Teen books, audiobooks, 
and magazines will remain fine free.   Fine free 
materials must be returned by their due date or 
they may be marked as ‘lost.’ - Andrea Ingmire, 
Library Director 

Explaining PWPL’s Pandemic Operating Plan 
News from the Library Director 



September is Library Card Sign-Up Month! 

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month, a national campaign to emphasize the importance of a 
library card to a child’s education and to combat illiteracy. From free access to STEAM programs/
activities, educational apps, to the expertise of librarians, a library card is one of the most cost-
effective back-to-school supplies available.  Signing up for a library card provides access to 
resources, technology, multimedia content and educational programming that transforms lives and 
strengthens communities. 
     Regular Library card sign up happens at the Circulation Desk at PWPL.  Residents of our service 
area may sign up for a library card without charge.  The service area includes residents living in the 
City of Marquette and the following townships: Marquette, Chocolay, Sands, Skandia, West Branch, 
Ewing, Turin, and Wells.  Residents outside the library’s service areas listed above may sign up for a 
library card for a fee.     
     You can start the process online through our website at www.pwpl.info.  Hover over the “Library 
Services” menu then click “Library Card.”  There is a link there to get you to the online form.  After 
filling out the online form, you will receive a temporary card number that can be used to access 
digital resources and place holds in our online catalog right away!  Within a week, you will receive an 
email with instructions for picking up your physical library card.   
     Children under 18 are also 
able to sign up for their very 
own library card with parent/
guardian permission.  Parent/
guardian and child must both 
be present to get a child their 
library card.   
     If you have questions, chat 
with the Circulation Staff in 
person or by phone at 906-
228-9510.   

- Amy Salminen, Circulation 
Department Head 





PWPL Youth Services is thrilled to be returning to in-
person programming Fall of 2021! Programs are an 
excellent for kids to become engaged in literacy, learning 
and fun. All programs for youth at PWPL are free of 
charge. We have a full run of programs for kids of all ages 
to enjoy. See the events calendar on our website for 
details and times.  
 

Storytimes! 
We have a whole slew of morning storytimes for children 
this coming year, for babies through pre-school. Come 
with your child and spend time enjoying great books, 
songs, fingerplays, crafts, sensory play and more! Also a 
great way to meet other parents and make some new 
friends! 
• Wonder Babies (0-17 

mo) Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

• Toddler Storytime 
(18mo-36mo) Tuesdays 
and Thurdays 

•  Preschool Storytime 
Mondays and Tuesdays.  

 

This year we are also 
offering special preschool 
programs in the afternoon 
and evening 
Preschool Creative 
Movement is for kids ages 3-
5 on Wednesdays at 2pm. 
Come get your body moving 
with Miss Marissa after 
lunch as you explore dance 

and rhythm. Kids will have a blast and don’t need to bring 
any special equipment.   
• STEM Preschool Story Time. will be on Thursdays at 

6:15 PM. We will be reading a story, which will be 
followed by fun science activities for children and 
their loving adult.  Let’s explore dinosaurs, the water 
cycle, and construction with some oozing, fizzy fun! 
 

School-Age Children 
Whether you are a homeschooling pro, or new to 
homeschooling, check out our two Home School book 
clubs! Both will be on Wednesdays at 10:45am this fall.  
• Homeschool Chapter Book Club is for kids ages 8-13.  

This fall we will be running two sessions of Chapter 
Book Cub. Our first session is Because of Winn Dixie 
by Kate DiCamillo,.  Activities include cooking, 
science and art.  Our second session is Charlotte’s 

Web by E.B White.  Activities include miniature 
dioramas and beaded spiders. Registration required.  

• Homeschool Storybook Time is a program for 
children ages 5-8 to listen to stories and complete 
crafts and activities based off the book. The program 
will highlight notable writers and illustrators and 
attempt to emulate their personal styles in crafts of 
our own. 

 

We will be offering several 
after-school programs for 
kids this fall. Kids ages 8+ are 
welcome to be at the library 
by themselves. We have a 
Tween area for them to hang 
out in with games, computers 
and books. We also will offer 
several great programs for 
them. 

• PWPL Kindness Club is for children 8+. Participants 
will have a chance to engage in activities to help 
spread messages of kindness in the community. We 
will focus on how to be kind to others, but also how 
we can offer ourselves compassion and share 
gratitude. 

Muggles for Potter and Dumbledore’s Army! Do you 
have any Harry Potter fans at home? Then check out 
these programs! Muggles for Potter is for kids in 2nd & 3rd 
grade, while Dumbledore’s Army is for kids in 4th-6th 
grade. Come and experience the magic of Harry Potter 
with magical activities, butterbeer, jelly beans and more! 
• Afterschool Camp Vibes is on most Thursdays 

afterschool. Kids of all ages are invited to come and 
chill at the library with different activates set up for 
them to do. Relax after the school week at the library. 

• LEGO Club is returning and we are so excited! 
LEGOs will be back on Fridays starting at 4pm until 
close. Come and build with library LEGO bricks, 
display your creations in our display cabinet and just 
have fun with your friends and family and LEGOs! 

• Chess Club will be on Saturdays this fall, for youth 
ages 7 and up. Bring a 
friend to play, or we 
will try to match you 
with someone of 
comparable skill. All 
materials provided, so 
come work on your 
chess game at the 
library! ~ 

 
 

PWPL Youth Programs Are Back! 



O ver the past year a lot has happened, but this year is a new year!  
In person programing is back, the Teen Zone has been updated 

and we have added so many new books.  We had a great time with 
the Teens Read Summer Reading program, with over 30 kids earning 
gift cards to local businesses, lots of Teen Tuesdays Take & Makes 
handed out, and even some fun in person programing.   
    With the start of school, we will bring back our school year 
programs. Outword, a group for LGBTQAI+ Students and Allies in 
grades 7-12, will be held the first Wednesday of the month.      
    JTAB, Junior Teen Advisory Board, will be held the second 
Wednesday of the month, for students in grades 5-8.  TAB, Teen 
Advisory Board, will be held the third Wednesday of the month, for 
students in grades 9-12.     
    Games, activities, volunteer opportunities and more happen at  
these meetings.  One of our larger projects that TAB will be assisting 
with is the 1st Annual Prom Dress Swap.  We are now collecting 
gently-used prom dresses for a swap to be held in March.  All dresses 
will be free for students in grades 9-12.   
    Stop by the Teen Zone for more information on programs, prom 
dress swap and more.  
    This summer, I was able to read lots of the new Teen Books.   Here are a few of my favorites: 
• Legendborn by Tracy Deonn 
• The Left-Handed Booksellers of London by Garth Nix 
• Blazewrath Games by Amparo Ortiz 
• Game Changer by Neal Shusterman 
• Hurricane Summer by Asha Bromfield 

Welcome Back Teens! - Amanda Pierce, Teen Services Coordinator ~ 

Get Your Teen Involved at PWPL 



P eter White Public Library Youth Services is thrilled to be 
bringing two new early literacy programs to Marquette area 

families! Registration is now open online at pwpl.info and in-
person at the Youth Services desk for babies ages 0 up to age 6. 
Register for both programs online at pwpl.info, or use the QR 
codes below. 

 
TALK (Text And Learn for Kindergarten) is available to all families in the Marquette area 
at no charge. After signing up, you will receive 1 or 2 texts a week with literacy tips for 
you to utilize in your child’s life. You can register up to 2 children under the age of 6, and 
literacy tips will be geared towards your child’s age. You will also receive notifications of 
library programs appropriate for your child’s age.  
 
 
 

1000 Books Before Kindergarten is new to PWPL this fall. Register your child either 
online or in-person at the library. Reading is one of the best ways to help your child be 
reading for kindergarten-and it provides a 
wonderful parent/child bonding time as well. 
After registering, start reading and tracking 
number of books read with provided sticker 
sheets. Print off your reading map or stop by 
the library to pick on up.  Participants will 

receive little prizes for each sheet they turn in as they work 
their way up to 1000 books by the time they start kindergarten! 
Any baby or child not yet in kindergarten is invited to register! 
 
Community Play Date 
We will kickoff both of these literacy programs with a Community Play Date at Tourist Park on Saturday 
Sept. 18 from 10:30am-12pm. Bubbles, sensory play, digging in the sand and more fun outdoor play for your 
little ones! Sign-up for these literacy programs, as well as get information about other library programs and 
information from other early literacy organizations in town. See our events calendar at www.pwpl.info/
events for more information.  ~ 

 

Serving Our Youngest Patrons 
Early Literacy Support at PWPL 

Thank you to the Friends 
of PWPL for sponsoring 

the new mural in the 
Children’s Library 
created by Artist 
Chelsea Stafford.  



May 2021 - July 2021 Financial Donations 

May 2021 - July 2021 Gifts in Memory of... 

Carmen Albert Roberta Henderson & Ken Satoh Phyllis and Max Reynolds Foundation 

Marjorie Anderson Dee Holliday Don and Jo Ann Potvin 

Kay Baestsen Andrea Ingmire John and Jan Rebers 

Tim and Dianne Bennett Esther Johnson Allyn Roberts 

Beth Millner Jewelry Janet and William Joswiak Travis and Sandra Robertson 

David and Mary Lou Blomquist Fred and Ann Joyal Jim and Betty Ann Schneider 

Patty, Steve and Rachel Casey David Kadell Signs Unlimited 

Kenneth and Maura Davenport Larry and Trudy Kastler Jim and Eileen Smit 

Sarah Davis & Ben Niessen Jean and Larry Lawless Donald Snowdon & Lynn Moon 

Emmanuela J. De Corte Ellen Moore & Bruce Sarjeant Greg and Heather Steltenpohl 

Donald and Darlene Dreisbach Shirley Moore Richard Toyra 

Arline Erickson Robert and Joy Niemi Michele and Wally Tuccini 

David and Carol Fitzgerald Thomas and Susan Noren Elizabeth Vaessen 

Wendy Frye PEO, Chapter DU Book Club Barbara Wood 

Nancy Hamlin Jan Peck Patricia and Anthony Wros 

Thomas and Elizabeth Donohue  Zachary Johnson and Krista Urbane 

from Anne Donohue and Neil Russell  from Diane Manchester 

John Donohue from Anne Donohue and Neil Russell Don Wedin from Kathleen Pohl & Bruce Reynolds 

Don Wedin from Don and Darlene Dreisbach John Donohue from William and Lois Ralph 

Catherine Johnson from Polly Friends Sandra Neibaur from Ellie Schellhase 

Mary Ellen Fries from Sue Ellen Fries Vicki Mann from Cathy and Peter Seblonka 

Marion Sonderegger from Mary Hornbogen Leona Spratto from John and Linda Spratto 

John Donahue from David Johnson & Karen Kimar Johnson Lotta Stewart from Jay Stewart 

Vicki Mann from Caroline and Bob Jordan Marion Sonderegger from Charles and Judy Warner 

Jack Leadbetter from Donna Keskimaki Judy Verley from Bob and Shelly Welker 

May 2021 - July 2021 Gifts in Memory of Carl Hammerstrom 

Mark and Julie Aho Kenneth and Maura Davenport Fred and Carol Margrif 

Dale and Nancy Amacher Dimond High School Staff and Students Marquette Fish Dock 

Tom Argetsinger Donald and Darlene Dreisbach John and Mary Pedley 

Jonathan and Inga Banitt Tom and Amy Froiland Alan and Claire Rose 

Ken and Gerry Beck Karen Goins Art and Paula Saari 

Cary Bjork Herb and Sandra Grenke Cathy and Peter Seblonka 

Kay Bothwell Mary Hornbogen Paul and Martha Suomi 

Jane Butcher Joe and Denise Huss Donald and Elvina Toti 

May 2021 - July 2021 Gifts in Memory of Greg Van Hartesvelt 

Margaret and Joe Boyle Martha and James Hayward Gerald and Barbara Ojibway 

Judith Britton Karen and Barry Hill Jane Ryan 

David Campana & Sally Davis Jacqueline Johnson Nancy Schneider 

Pete and Chris Corkin Jim and Sue Johnson Rev. Rell and Louise Spickerman 

Daniel and Kathy Doney James and Orlene Luke Joann and Ruth Van Hartesvelt 

Jo Gerrish Lynn and Irmgard Miller Marcia Waters 

Dan and Michelle Hakala Robert and Eeva Miller  



A tribute gift is a meaningful donation in support of the Peter White Public Library. Tributes honor friends and 

loved ones while helping to improve collections and services for all.   If you are interested in making a tribute 

gift, simply return your donation in the enclosed envelope or visit www.pwpl.info to make your gift online.  
 

For more information, please contact  PWPL Development Director Heather Steltenpohl at (906) 226-4305.   

Thank you for supporting Peter White Public Library. 

May 2021 - July 2021 Gifts in Honor of... 

Jim Fries from Sue Ellen Fries 

T he Front Street Book Fair will host a book 
appraisal event on Saturday, September 25, 

2021 10:00 am to 1:00 pm in the PWPL Shiras 
Conference Room.  David White, a member of the 
Friends of PWPL, will be available to evaluate and 
appraise a small number of books free of charge.      
     Please call David at 906-250-0985 during 
PWPL business hours for additional information 
and to sign up for an appointment time which will 
be limited to 10 minutes. Please do not bring foreign language books, damaged books, bibles or other 
religious texts. The appraisal will be limited to 3 books. A face mask will be required for this event.  ~ 

Book Appraisal Event  
at Front Street Book Fair 

D o you finish reading a book and then 
flip back to the first page to start 

reading it again? Do you get so excited when 
the library book you’ve been waiting for 
comes in that you skip out of school or work 
to pick it up?  Do you scour the interwebs 
for fresh listening material or wait for your 
favorite podcasts to update each week?  
     

     If you answered “yes” to any of those 
questions, then Library Nerds with Words is 
the podcast for you. Join the Peter White 
Public Library Nerds each week as they 
discuss everything library. You’ll find out 
about new books, upcoming events, new and 
old services, concerts, and much more. If it’s 
happening at the library, the Library Nerds are 
here to spread the word! 
    A new episode hosted by PWPL Adult 
Programming Coordinator Martin Achatz 
drops every Monday.  The show features 
interviews with library staff and friends, book 
recommendations as well as discussion about 
library  services  and current PWPL events.     
    You can find Library Nerds With Words on 
Apple, Spotify or wherever you download 
podcasts.    ~ 



Marquette Arts & Culture Center Reopens 

Hello from the City of Marquette’s Arts and Culture 
Center! The MACC has fully reopened to visitors and 
we are excited to begin hosting our normal studio 
use, exhibits, and programming.  
 

Allow Us to Reintroduce Ourselves 
The MACC is located in the lower level of the Peter 
White Public Library and run by The City of 
Marquette’s Office of Arts & Culture. Our office 
hours are M-F 10am-5pm, stop by and say “Hi!” 
anytime.  
    Our mission is to advise the city commission in its 
effort to support, facilitate, and grow an empowered 
and vital arts, cultural, and creative community. The 
three cornerstones of the Office of Arts & Culture 
are Partnership & Collaboration, Civic Engagement 
& Education, and Economic Development, Planning 
& Resources.  
     Lately, we’ve been very busy organizing and 
hosting Marquette’s Art Week back in June, 
planning the 24th Annual Art Awards in September 
and MRHC’s Holiday Art Sale in November, as well 
as supporting a variety of new art events and 
projects including First Thursdays Art Walk, Art on 
the Blocks, Art on the Mountain, public art projects, 
and professional development opportunities. 
     The MACC is home to the Deo Gallery, an exhibit 
space supported by the Office of Arts & Culture and 
curated by Lake Superior Art Association. Monthly 
shows feature local artists from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and mediums. Join us the second 

Thursday of each month for Deo Gallery Artist 
Receptions in conjunction with PWPL’s monthly 
artist receptions. 
     The MACC also hosts two large studio spaces, 
both available to local arts and culture groups or 
classes for use at no cost once a month. The City’s 
Senior Arts Programs are held in the MACC and are 
free to City of Marquette, Powell Township, 
Marquette Township, and Chocolay Township 
residents ages 55+. Inquire about studio 
reservations or senior arts signup by emailing 
tluoma@marquettemi.gov  

We are also introducing the MQT Compass! An 
online community calendar and creative resource 
website; find classes and studio schedules, a local 
community events calendar, current Deo Gallery 
exhibits, creative classifieds, organization 
directories, and more on the www.mqtcompass.com.  
 

Serving Our Creative Community 
As Marquette continues to navigate the re-
emergence of cultural and community events, we 
will continue to collaborate with the amazing 
organizations and individuals that make Marquette 
feel like home. We are honored to have space within 
the walls of PWPL and host opportunities for 
residents and visitors to exercise their creativity! 
 

City of Marquette Office of Arts & Culture 
Phone: (906)228-0472 

Email: arts-culture@marquettemi.gov 
Office hours: M-F 10am-5pm 

mailto:arts-culture@marquettemi.gov








Tasty Reads Returns! 
Are you a reader, who loves to cook? Do you check out as many cookbooks as fiction reads? If so, this book group 
might be right for you!  Each month the Tasty Reads Book Group will discuss a book, and share our cooking 
adventures inspired by the month’s book. Participants are encouraged, but not required, to come with food to 
share.   This book group meets in the Shiras Room at the Peter White Public Library the second Tuesday of the 
Month at Noon.  Join us!  
 

Tasty Reads Monthly Books 
September  - Fried Walleye and Cherry Pie by Peggy 
Wolff 
October - Mastering the Art of Soviet Cooking by Anya 
Von Bremzen 
November - Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan 
December - My Berlin Kitchen - Louisa Weiss  
January - Life From Scratch - Sasha Martin  
February - A Day of Honey - Annia Ciezadlo  
March - Tiny Hot Dogs - Mary Giuliani  
April - With the Fire on High - Elizabeth Acevedo  
May - Buttermilk Graffiti - Edward Lee  



H as hunkering down in your house made you 
desperate for new ideas, cultures, and social 

experiences? The past year has driven home the 
fact that no one exists in a bubble; we are all 
connected, no matter how separate we seem.  
    The Global Geeks Book Club has been 
created from the idea that it is ever more 
important to learn about the people we cohabit 
the planet with. Using literary fiction as a vehicle 
for cultural exploration, we will be selecting 
books by authors who are not American and may 
not write in English as their first language (we will 
be reading translated copies if this is the case).  
    Research shows that reading fiction makes us 
more empathetic, develops critical thinking, and 
has even been shown to increase life expectancy. 
Books can break down walls, build bridges, and 
strengthen systems of care. Perhaps reading 
about the world will help us make it better.  
    If you’re curious about issues impacting the 
world, join us! Book selections will be on the 
events calendar and on the poster. If you have 
any questions, please direct them 
to refdesk@pwpl.info or call the Reference Desk 
(906)226-4312.  ~  

Introducing the  
Global Geeks Book Club 
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