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BACK TO THE PWPL STACKS 

D uring the month of April, 

PWPL will offer its first-ever 

amnesty program, Back to the 

Stacks. We recognize that life 

circumstances can sometimes make 

it difficult to return library 

materials. When items go 

unreturned for long periods, 

patrons may lose borrowing 

privileges, and the materials remain 

in limbo—unavailable for checkout 

while staff must decide whether to 

replace them or continue waiting 

for their return. 

The purpose of this program is to 

encourage patrons with long-

outstanding items to return those 

materials and regain full use of the 

library. 

Patrons may return library items 

that have been marked as lost 

without being charged overdue 

fees. Collection service fees must 

still be paid, as these represent 

direct costs incurred by the library. 

Who can participate? 

Anyone with PWPL-owned items 

that are very overdue or marked as 

lost. 

PWPL currently has more than 

3,000 items—approximately 2% of 

our total collection—classified as 

Assumed Lost. These materials are 

unavailable to the public because 

they are not located at the library. 

Recovering them will help restore 

access to a broader collection for 

the entire community. 

In addition to this program, we will 

also host several events to 

celebrate National Library Week 

April 19-25, 2026 at PWPL.  

Free Coffee on Monday, Bookmark 

coloring all week, interactive 

installation on the lower level, and 

button making.  

This April, we welcome existing, 

lapsed, and new community 

members Back to the Stacks as we 

celebrate the Joy that is Public 

Libraries.  ~ 

PWPL Hours 
Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am - 8:30 pm 

Friday 
9:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Saturday  
9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Closed Sunday 
 

Phone: (906) 228-9510 
www.pwpl.info 



February – March 2026  
Artist Reception: February 12, 2026,  
6:00 – 8:00 pm  
 

Deo Gallery  
Through mixed media works blending animal forms 
and layered textures, I Hear the Caw by Lindsey 
Heiden explores the evolving sense of “home.” Her 
crow-inspired hybrids evoke memory, belonging, 
and transformation, weaving together found objects 
and personal symbolism to create an immersive 
visual narrative of identity and return.  
 

Huron Mountain Club Gallery  
Awakening by Cole Bonino traces a journey of 
personal and spiritual renewal inspired by nature, 
dreams, and archetypes. Themes of motherhood, 
duality, and divine femininity intertwine with 
imagery from the natural world, reflecting the 
artist’s meditative connection to Earth and the 
cycles of life and rebirth.  
 
 
 

April - May 2026  
Artist Reception: April 23, 2026,  
6:00 – 8:00 pm  
 

Deo Gallery  
Memories & Magic by Taryn Okesson reflects the 
artist’s exploration of memory, impermanence, and 
personal experience over the past several years. 
Using collected ephemera, reclaimed materials, and 
natural objects, she emphasizes texture and the 
passage of time. The exhibition includes parallel 
threads of cat portraits and mask-inspired pieces, 
connecting ideas of human–animal bonds, masking, 
and observation. Together, the works tell a story of 
creative development, reflection, and the quiet 
moments of magic found in everyday life.  
 

Huron Mountain Club Gallery  
PWPL invites you to celebrate our community’s 
young visual artists! The Annual High School Art 
Show features a large body of work created by art 
students enrolled in Negaunee, Marquette, Gwinn 
and Ishpeming High Schools.  



S ince 2019, PWPL has been using a Call to Artist 
and jury selection process to schedule art 

exhibits in the Deo Gallery and Huron Mountain 
Club Galleries.  
    During that time, we’ve had the pleasure of 
hosting professional artists, student solo shows, 
group shows, and community art exhibits. It is such 
fun to see the variety of art mediums, levels of skill, 
and body of work from artists in our area, Upper 
Peninsula, and the Midwest.  
    Exhibits in the PWPL Galleries are on display for 6
-8 weeks depending on setup and tear down dates.     
Having a two-month display period helps our artists 
with flexibility in setup and gives exhibit technicians 
a bit of time to maintain walls and conduct repairs 
between shows as needed. It also offers the 
community ample opportunity to see the work on 
display. 
    While we continue to refine the processes 
involved in hosting these galleries and exhibits the 
goal remains unchanged. Our galleries provide 

opportunities for community connection through 
art by providing access to inclusive and accessible 
gallery spaces. 
    This year’s call to artist application window is 
February 9 – March 22, 2026. Interested artists 
should apply to be considered for the 2027 lineup. 
Schedule for 2027 exhibits will be announced in the 
summer of 2026. Artists who apply will receive 
decision notification in May 2026. 
    Priority is given to artists who have not exhibited 
in a PWPL gallery in the past three years. Jury 
members will also consider if the exhibit has been on 
display in other galleries in our area.  
Applications for the 2027 Public Gallery Program 
are available in the library and on our website, 
www.pwpl.info/news-events/gallery-exhibits/  
    Our website also hosts the upcoming exhibit 
schedule as well as links to MQT Compass blog 
posts providing a historical account of the exhibits 
which have been on display at PWPL. ~ 

Thanks to the generous support of the Friends of the 
PWPL, teens visiting the Teen Zone are able to enjoy 
a new mural by local artist Leo Barch.  The mural 
brings the natural outdoors into the library, portals 
into literary worlds and bright vibrant colors.  After 
moving the Teen Zone in 2024, we decided that we 
wanted a mural that would represent favorite young 
adult books and the natural environment.  We 
worked with Barch, who participated in many teen 
PWPL library programs, to come up with a design 
incorporating these ideas, and his final work creates 
a wonderful, welcoming, and inclusive space for our 
teens. If you are interested in learning more about 
Barch’s work, you can visit him on Instagram 
@leo.barch. ~ 

FRIENDS OF PWPL SPONSOR TEEN ZONE MURAL  



“A weed is but an unloved flower.” – A.A. Milne 
 
It takes a team of knowledgeable gardeners to 
maintain the health and appearance of the Peter 
White Public Library gardens.  Upcoming spring 
chores will include fertilizing the circle beds and 
those on the south side of the building. 
    Roses are pruned and fertilized in April. They will 
put on quite a show in July, August and beyond. In 
June, all of the beds are prepped, which means 
raked clean, weeded and mulched.  A border of 
annuals will be planted to flank the Front Street 
steps. 
    The volunteer gardeners invite library patrons 
and the general public to tour the gardens. Read a 
book or enjoy lunch on the circle benches on Ridge 
and Front Streets. 
    A gracious thank you to all who have supported 
the gardens financially. Donations can be made to 
the Peter White Public Library and earmarked 
“Garden Fund.” We are fortunate to have such a 
beautiful community garden for all to enjoy.   – Jan 
Peck, Volunteer Gardener 

VOLUNTEER GARDENERS READY TO GO 

 

Just One More Chapter! 

2026 PWPL Shirts   

 On Sale Now ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$15.00 each  
PWPL Circulation Desk 

Peter White Public Library  
Board of Trustees  

(Back L to R) Joe Meyskens, Lori Nelson, 
Steve Schmunk 

(Front)  Heather Addison, Suzanne 
Williams 



 









 



NOVEMBER 2025 - JANUARY 2025 FINANCIAL DONATIONS 

A tribute gift is a meaningful donation in support of the Peter White Public Library. Tributes 
honor friends and loved ones while helping to improve collections and services for all.   If you 

are interested in making a tribute gift, simply return your donation in the enclosed envelope or 
visit www.pwpl.info /giving to make your gift online.  

For more information, please contact  PWPL Development Director Heather Steltenpohl  
at (906) 226-4305. or heather@pwpl.info.   

Thank you for supporting Peter White Public Library. 

IN HONOR OF... 

Dave and Sandee Aldrich Nancy Hamlin & Tom Broken Ronald Plotezka 

Cynthia Ampe & Mary Ganfield Sandra Hassel Cynthia Prosen & Thomas Schacht 

Louise Anderson The Estate of Roberta Henderson Judith Quirk 

Barbara Anderson Michael Hopper Richard and Janeen Rastall 

Rich and Gloria Balmes Mary Hupfer Jon and Christine Saari 

Jonathan and Inga Banitt Huron Mountain Club Laura Sabo & Joe Cavitt 

Ryan and Katie Brang Andrea Ingmire Jim and Betty Ann Schneider 

Michael and Jennifer Broadway Richard and Jane Jamsen Howard and Margaret Shear 

Priscilla Burnham Jandron's Fine Jewelry Kathleen Simonson 

Joe and Mary Buys Catherine Jennings Mary Jane Sischo 

Peter Camilli Larry and Trudy Kastler Floyd and Patricia Slotterback 

Steve and Chris Campbell Peter and Barbara Kelly Bill and Judy Smith 

Kristen and Wayne Cantwell Maxine King John Smolens & Ellen Longsworth 

Kevin and Liz Carr Gretchen Klasner Tom and Liz Solka 

Margaret Cazzola Diane Kordich & Russ Magnaghi Carol Steinhaus 

Pamela and Daniel Clark Bob and Meredith Kulisheck Heather and Greg Steltenpohl 

Kent Clow Sally Lynch Nystrom Lorna Ternus 

Martha Cook & Lee Wilcox Marjorie Markham Page McAnespy Foundation Lucas and Krista Theys 

Emmanuela J. De Corte Linda Matthews Ron and Ann Thill 

Adam DesJardins Miles and Nancy Mattson Joel and Barb Thompson 

Lynn Domina & Sandra K. Jones Robbie McBride & Fred Grandchamp Bob and Barb Toutant 

Arlette and George Dubord Meditate Marquette Claire and Michael Twohey 

Steven and Wendy Early Linda Michalski Bill and Judy Van Kosky 

Toni Eppensteiner Frank and Janet Mihelich Gayle and Dirk Van Osdol 

Greg and Nancy Fierstine Elizabeth and Leland Miller John and Ayleen VanBeynen 

Bob Fisher Ellen Moore & Bruce Sarjeant John and Beth Wallace 

Cathy Frazier Sally Olsen Lorilee Weiger 

Josh and Sophie Fridstrom Richard Orr Barbara Weisser 

Nancy Gold Ellen Pate Joanne and Frank Welsh 

Jim and Karen Goodney Deb Pearce Nancy Wiseman Seminoff 

Richard and Laura Goodney George and Nancy Pennell Cynthia Zoll 

Barbara and Robert Grove Willie and Nancy Peterson   

Lynette Suckow from Pat Bernard Marvin & Monica Zehnder from Paul Marin & Betsy Little 

Our Parents fro Robert & Rebecca Berube Janeen & Rick Rastall from David Pergrin 

Alisha & Corrina Wasilewski from Andrew Crow-Roberts Marquette Poets Circle from Janeen & Rick Rastall 



FRIENDS OF PWPL WELCOME DONATIONS 

Are you doing some spring cleaning and ready to part with your books? The Friends are 
here to help! 
    The Friends of PWPL accept donations  of used books and other materials year 
round.  Donated items that will enhance our collection may be added for circulation.   
We sell items we don’t immediately need in one of our bi-annual sales (March and 
September) or in our ongoing Friends Book Store on the Main Floor of the library.    
 
Here’s what we can use: 
• Books in good condition. 
• Commercially published music on CD, video on DVD or BluRay 
• Audio CD books 
• Framed art prints 
• Rare or Local Books 
 
Donate up to two bags of gently used books and media materials at the  
Circulation Desk during library hours. Please do not place donations in book drops.   
    For a list of items and other information on book donations,  visit www.pwpl.info/
friends-of-pwpl.  If you have a larger collection to donate, please contact Friends 
Volunteer David White at (906) 250-0985. ~ 

IN MEMORY OF... 
Len Anthos from Barbara Anthos Francis Jobin from Cheryl Jobin 

Janice Lindstrom from John Argeropoulos Dr. James Keplinger from Kathleen Keplinger 

Lois La Brecque from Donna Barto Jack Leadbetter from Donna Keskimaki 

Marcia & Harry Bennetts from Heidi & Ron Bennetts Marjorie Wegmet Ramsey from Laurel Ramsey Kniskern 

Dale Schmidtman from Cathy & Robert Brumm Robert Yuill from Chad & Suzanne Larsen 

Robert Brumm Sr. from Cathy & Robert Brumm Barbra Walton from Mary Letts 

Lois La Brecque from Pam & Daniel Clark Glenda Gail Olson from Michael & Heather Mlsna 

Elizabeth Davis Kro from Bill & Mary Davis Lois La Brecque from Roman Poliiti & Jennifer Mazzuchi 

Barbra Walton from Chet DeFonso Barbra Walton from Roman Politi & Jennifer Mazzuchi 

Lois La Brecque from Richard & Victoria Demboski Michael Fassbender from Max Putters 

Shaun Devlin from Ellen Devlin Caroline Jordan from John & Jan Rebers 

Thomas, Elizabeth, & John Donohue  Lois La Brecque from Ellie Schellhase 

from Anne Donohue & Neil Russell Jay & Lotta Stewart from Greg Seppanen & Carol Henry 

Lois La Brecque from Jim & Julie Elder Steve Wilkins from Cynthia & Gary Shaffer 

Derek Christianson from Nancy & Barbara Erm Dr. James Keplinger from Milton & Bodil Soderberg 

Judy Farrell from Patrick Farrell Lois La Brecque from Angela Strous 

James & Mary Ellen Fries from Sue Ellen Fries Jane Taube from Sten Taube 

Lois La Brecque from Jim & Carol Fulsher Elizabeth D. Clow from Scott Turner 

Bob Laundre from Jeff & Joanne Gibitz Charles Haffner from Scott Turner 

Inez Gordon from GG Gordon Barbra Walton from Doug Walton 

Ethel Jenner from Ellen Hanna David Boyd from Charles & Judy Warner 

Todd Honch from Dennis & Pat Honch Donna Weesen from Doug & Laurie Weesen 

Lois La Brecque from Beverly Humpula Lois La Brecque from Darlene Weisinger 

Lois La Brecque from Kathie Jandron  









A fter what seems like the five years of January 

and February, the Adult Programming Corner 

is excited for the snow to melt, temperatures to rise, 

and green grass begin to appear.  And things are 

definitely starting to heat up at Peter White Public 

Library, which heralding all kinds of wonderful 

programs in the coming months. 

    First, in partnership with Northern Michigan 

University, PWPL is excited for all the events 

surrounding the Common Reader Program (CRP) 

taking place in March.  This annual programming 

series chooses one book focused on important 

cultural and societal issues.  This year’s text, Marsha:  

The Joy and Defiance of Marsha P. Johnson by 

Tourmaline, is a biography of LGBTQIA+ activist 

Marsha P. Johnson.  Look for book discussions, film 

screenings, and presentations, both at PWPL and on 

the campus of NMU.  The CRP culminates at the 

United Conference at NMU (March 25 & March 26) 

with Tourmaline’s keynote address.  The United 

Conference is free and open to the public. 

    Of course, April is National Poetry Month, and 

PWPL will be hosting the fifth annual Great Lakes 

Poetry Festival, taking place April 20 – April 25.  In 

the works for this year’s GLPF are poetry 

workshops; film screenings; a singer/songwriter 

night; a special Earth Day book launch reading by 

poet Patricia Killelea; and an art book presentation 

by Michigan Notable Book author Cindy Hunter 

Morgan.  And that’s just the tip of the iceberg.  Mark 

your calendars.  You don’t want to miss any of these 

poetic parties. 

    Finally, PWPL was selected as a site for the Great 

Michigan Read in May.  On May 13, Curtis Chin, 

author of the memoir Everything I Learned, I 

Learned in a Chinese Restaurant, will be at the 

library for a moderated discussion with former 

WLUC TV 6 news anchor, Elizabeth Peterson.  

Everything begins at 5:30 p.m. with a meet and greet, 

followed by the official event at 6:30 p.m.  After the 

moderated discussion, attendees will have the 

opportunity to purchase Chin’s book and have it 

signed by the author.  All of this is made possible by a 

grant from Michigan Humanities. 

    Yes, spring is in the air, and Peter White Public 

Library is ready to thaw your hearts and minds with 

all kinds of great programming in the coming months.  

And, of course, plans are well under way for the 

summer Concert on the Steps series, with familiar 

faces and a few surprises thrown in for good 

measure. 

    For more information about these and other events, 

visit pwpl.info. - Marty Achatz, Programming 

Coordinator 

SPRING PROGRAMMING BLOSSOMS AT PWPL 
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Visit PWPL online at www.pwpl.info 


